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                                                       WELCOME!                                                    May 2, 2019 

The Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), is seeking input and providing updated information on the I-15 Tropicana 
project in Las Vegas. Proposed improvements include reconstructing the I-15 Tropicana Avenue 
Interchange and improving freeway access by providing High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) ramps at the 
Harmon Avenue overpass. 
 
This meeting is being held in an open house format from 4 to 7 p.m. Representatives will give a brief 

presentation beginning at 5:30 p.m., followed by a short question and answer period from the audience. 

Project representatives will be available to answer questions before and after the presentation.  

During this meeting, and through Friday, May 17, 2019, your comments are welcome regarding this 

plan.  

WAYS TO GIVE US YOUR COMMENTS: 

• TODAY (IN PERSON): During the open house, you may make an oral statement to the court 

reporter that will be available throughout the meeting. 

• TODAY (IN WRITING): You may fill out the comment form attached to this handout and deposit 

it in the comment box or give the completed form to one of our representatives. 

• BY MAIL:  You may write a letter or mail your completed comment form and any exhibits; these 

will become part of the official public record. Mail your comments to: Jeff Lerud, PE, NDOT, PO 

Box 170, Las Vegas, NV 89125. 

• BY EMAIL: Email your comments to Jlerud@dot.nv.gov. Please reference I-15 Tropicana in the 

subject line. Email comments will be accepted until 5 p.m., Friday, May 17, 2019. 

Thank you for attending this meeting and for providing your comments. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jeff Lerud, PE 

Nevada Department of Transportation 

 

 

mailto:Jlerud@dot.nv.gov


Fact Sheet
Nevada Department of Transportation April 2019

I-15 TROPICANA

PROJECT BACKGROUND
• The intersection of Interstate 15 (I-15) and Tropicana Avenue serves as one of the main gateways to the 
resort corridor and provides an essential connection for some of the Las Vegas Valley’s largest employment 
centers.

•  Projected increases in vehicular traffic are expected to worsen traffic congestion in coming years and has 
prompted the need for substantial improvements to the interchange.

• The Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) conducted a feasibility study, which was completed in 
December 2015, and identified a recommended alternative for future interchange reconstruction.

• The recommended alternative is now being further evaluated to comply with the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969.  The NEPA process is intended to help agencies make decisions that consider envi-
ronmental consequences and avoid, minimize, or mitigate environmental impacts.

• The Southern Nevada High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) Study Update was recently reevaluated, and it 
recommended including HOV ramps to and from the south of the I-15/Harmon Avenue overpass with this project.

RECOMMENDED ALTERNATIVE
• The alternative for future interchange reconstruction includes a diamond on- and off-ramp configuration with a 
flyover at Tropicana Avenue.
• Addition of HOV ramps approximately a 1/2-mile north of the Tropicana Avenue interchange at the Harmon Avenue 
overpass.
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PROJECT GOALS

• Improve the operation and capacity of the I-15/Tropicana Avenue interchange 

• Increase safety for vehicles, pedestrians, and transit users and operators

• Improve access to Tropicana Avenue and the Las Vegas Strip

• Provide nearby multi-modal freeway ingress and egress

• Be compatible with existing transportation plans

• Minimize need for additional right-of-way  

• Avoid, minimize, or mitigate environmental impacts

NEXT STEPS

• Refine and develop the recommended alternative and conduct technical studies

• Prepare NEPA compliance documentation

• Continue to meet and update affected stakeholders

• Continue to update the public and solicit input

I-15 TROPICANA 

Design 
Development, 
Right-of-Way 
Acquisition & 

Permitting

Final Plans, 
Specifications, 
Estimate, Bid. 

and Award

Start of 
Construction

(at least 26 months)

Operations & 
Maintenance

Preliminary 
Project 

Development 
& Planning

Environmental 
Studies & 

Preliminary 
Engineering

We are here As you can see, we’re just getting started, and there is a lot of work to do.

All information is preliminary and subject to revision

PROJECT TIMELINE

CONTACT INFORMATION
NDOT Project Manager Jeff Lerud, PE

(702) 671-8865 | JLerud@dot.nv.gov
PO Box 170, Las Vegas, NV 89125

(702) 671-8865

    
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 www.i-15tropicana.org
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I‐15 Tropicana Interchange Project

Public Information Meeting No. 2
May 2, 2019

Welcome
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Open Comment Period

Please state your full name prior to 
your question or statement

Three‐minute verbal comment limit per 
individual

A court reporter will record the 
presentation and Q&A period and is 
available to take individual comments
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• Project overview 

• Project goals

• NEPA process 

• Project updates

• Next Steps

• Question and Answer

What to Expect Tonight?
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Agency & Stakeholder Participants
• Clark County / McCarran Airport
• Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada
• Federal Highway Administration
• Clark County Regional Flood Control District
• Clark County Water Reclamation District
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
• Local utility companies 
• University of Nevada – Las Vegas
• T‐Mobile Arena
• Las Vegas Stadium Authority
• Elected officials – local, state, and federal level
• Casino and hotels surrounding the interchange
• Retail and small businesses surrounding the interchange
• Adjacent residences, The Martin, Panorama Towers
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Project Location

LEGEND

HOV Ramp

I-15 and Tropicana
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• To address current mobility needs:
– Congestion

 Enhance capacity of the Tropicana Interchange
 Northbound (NB) frontage (CD) Road’s entrance to I‐15
 Carpool (HOV) access to/from I‐15 separate from Tropicana Ave

– High Crash Frequency
– Pedestrian and Transit‐user safety

 Pedestrian/vehicle conflicts; sidewalk connectivity and accessibility

• To address expected transportation demand:
– Allow future expansion of I‐15

Why is the Project Needed?
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Project Goals
• Improve the operation and capacity of the Tropicana 
Interchange 

• Increase safety for vehicles, pedestrians
• Avoid, minimize or mitigate environmental impacts
• Minimize need for additional right‐of‐way 
• Improve access to Tropicana and the Strip
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• NEPA is the law requiring federal agencies (FHWA) to 
assess the environmental effects of a proposed project 
prior to making decisions

• NEPA establishes a framework for environmental review 
and ensures public and agency participation

• The NEPA process is intended to help agencies make 
decisions that consider environmental consequences and 
avoid, minimize, or mitigate environmental impacts

• Public Information Meeting No. 1 held January 30, 2018

National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA)
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Resources and impacts considered:
• Access
• Air Quality
• Archaeology
• Environmental Justice
• Geology
• Hazardous Materials
• Historic Properties
• Land Use

Environmental Assessment

• Public Parks and Recreation Areas 
• Safety
• Socioeconomic Considerations
• Traffic Noise
• Visual Resources
• Water Quality and Hydrology
• Wildlife
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NDOT will finalize the Environmental Assessment (EA) for 
this project

Project Development Process

Final Design & Construction
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Previously Proposed Project

Harmon

Hacienda

Tropicana
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What’s Changed?
• HOV adjustments

– Stakeholder and property owner feedback
– Public feedback
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Simulation of Proposed Project
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Schedule Summary
• Complete Environmental Assessment (EA) 
(Fall 2019)

• Public review of EA (Fall 2019)
• Public Hearing (Fall 2019)
• Approval of Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) (Winter 2019)

If significant impacts are identified, an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) will be required and undertaken at that time.
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1. Review the concepts around the room and discuss 
with project experts

2. Provide your feedback on ideas for the 
improvements to the I‐15 Tropicana Project

3. Sign up to follow our progress on Twitter, Facebook, 
or on our webpage at www.nevadadot.com

4. Submit your comments by May 17, 2019 and
stay involved!

We need your help!
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Open Comment Period
Please state your full name prior to your 
question or statement

Three‐minute verbal comment limit per 
individual

A court reporter will record the presentation 
and Q&A period and is available to take 
individual comments
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Fill out a comment form included in your handout packet 
and place it in the comment box, or provide verbal 
comments tonight

Submit your comment form by mail to: 
Jeff Lerud, PE, Senior Project Manager 
Nevada Department of Transportation
PO Box 170, Las Vegas, NV 89125

Send email to jlerud@dot.nv.gov with
“I‐15 Tropicana” in the subject line
Or online at www.i‐15Tropicana.org /contact/ 

Comments are due May 17, 2019, 5 p.m.

Additional Ways to Comment 
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THANK YOU!

I‐15 Tropicana 
Public Information Meeting #2
May 2, 2019
www.i‐15tropicana.org
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Public Meeting, May 2, 2019

nevadadot.com

I-15 Tropicana Project

Public Information Meeting No. 2
May 2, 2019
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Public Meeting, May 2, 2019

nevadadot.com

Project Milestones Project Location

LEGEND
HOV Ramps

I-15 and Tropicana

Final Plans, Specifications, 
Estimate, Bid & Award, 
Construction

Operations & Maintenance

Design Development, Right of 
Way Acquisition & Permitting

Preliminary Project 
Development & Planning

WE ARE 
HERE

Environmental Studies & 
Preliminary Engineering

of

I-
Public M

15 Tropicana Project
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Public Meeting, May 2, 2019

nevadadot.com

KEY MAP

LEGEND

New 
Pavement 

Re-surface/
Striping

New
Bridge

Raised
Medians

Proposed Improvements 

THIS SHEET
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Public Meeting, May 2, 2019

nevadadot.com

KEY MAP

KEY MAP

Proposed Improvements 
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Public Meeting, May 2, 2019

nevadadot.com

Project Revisions
Harmon

Tropicana
Hacienda

Previously HOV access on Harmon was to and from the north Previously HOV access on Hacienda was to and from the south

Now HOV access on Harmon is to and from the south 

Previously Dean Martin was impactful to property west of I-15

Now Dean Martin impacts are reduced, with revised intersections

2018

2019

2018

2019

Now HOV access on Hacienda is dropped from consideration

2018

2019
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Now HOV access on Hacienda is dropped from consideration

P i l D M ti i tf l t t t f I 15
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Public Meeting, May 2, 2019

nevadadot.com

Landscape and Aesthetics Design
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Public Meeting, May 2, 2019

nevadadot.com

Landscape and Aesthetics Design

The Aesthetic theme from I-15 south of the Interchange is continued, showcasing 
steel sculptures and earthen variations.

New modern accents are proposed to be applied to the new bridge over I-15.

The Harmon HOV connection will also include aesthetic upgrades in tune with other
Project elements.
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Public Meeting, May 2, 2019

nevadadot.com

Dean Martin Access

Westbound Circulation Eastbound Circulation



I-15 TROPICANA PROJECT
Nevada Department of Transportation
May 2, 2019

COMMENT FORM

Name:

Address:

Email address:

Would you like to discuss your comment or question?    ❑ Yes  ❑ No

City:

Phone (day): Phone (evening):

State: Zip Code:

Comment or question:

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Comments will be accepted through 5 p.m., Friday, May 17, 2019.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND INTEREST

Please send to: Jeff Lerud, NDOT Project Manager
JLerud@dot.nv.gov or: NDOT, PO Box 170, Las Vegas, NV 89125
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