NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION NOTICE IEVADA
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PUBLIC HEARING
FOR THE 1-15 TROPICANA PROJECT

PURPOSE OF HEARING: The Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT), in
cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), has prepared an
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed I-15 Tropicana project in Las
Vegas. The project will include the reconstruction of the I-15 Tropicana Avenue
interchange and improve freeway access by providing High Occupancy Vehicle
(HOV) ramps at the Harmon Avenue overpass.
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PROJECT BENEFITS: The purpose of the proposed project is to improve traffic =
operations, capacity, multi-modal access, and safety for current and future traffic @
and pedestrian needs. ‘
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The EA, which outlines the preferred design alternative and any potential impacts,

can be accessed at www.l-15Tropicana.org. Copies are also available by request from NDOT, Environmental Services
Division, Room 104, 1263 S. Stewart St. Carson City, NV 89712; (775) 888-7013. Hard copies are available for review at the
Spring Valley Library, 4280 S. Jones Blvd.; Clark County Library, 1401 E. Flamingo Rd.; Enterprise Library, 25 E. Shelbourne
Rd.; and NDOT District 1 offices, 123 E. Washington Ave., Las Vegas. Hard copies will also be available for review at the
public hearing.

WHEN AND WHERE: Tuesday, November 19, 2019, 4 - 7 p.m., PRESENTATION AT 5:30 p.m. Hampton Inn Events Center,
4975 S. Dean Martin Drive, Las Vegas.

WHERE YOU COME IN: Members of the public are encouraged to attend at their convenience any time during the hearing
hours of 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Project representatives will be on hand to discuss and answer your questions. There will be a brief
project PRESENTATION AT 5:30 p.m., followed by a short question and answer period from the audience. Before and after
the presentation, the hearing will be conducted as an open-house format to provide an opportunity to view displays and
individually discuss the interchange and HOV ramps with project representatives. An interactive 3-D visualization model of
the project will be available. At the hearing, your comments may be submitted for public record in writing or verbally to a
court reporter, who will be available throughout the hearing. In addition to any comments received at the hearing, written
or email comments will be accepted through Wednesday, December 4, 2019. Please email your comments to: Jeff Lerud at
JLerud@dot.nv.gov with a reference to this project in the subject line. You may also mail your comments using the contact
information below.

CONTACT: Jeff Lerud, PE., NDOT Project Manager
NDOT, PO Box 170, Las Vegas, NV, 89125 | (702) 671-8865 | JLerud@dot.nv.gov

FACEBOOK LIVE: If you cannot attend in person, please join us via Facebook Live at 5:30 p.m. on November 19, 2019 to
watch the presentation. Please visit our Facebook page at Facebook.com/NevadaDOT.

IF RIGHT-OF-WAY IS NEEDED: The Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 will
govern the acquisition of right-of-way that may be necessary for this project. More detailed information regarding right-of-
way can be obtained from the NDOT’'S RIGHT OF WAY DIVISION, 1263 S. STEWART ST., CARSON CITY, NV 89712, OR BY
CALLING (775) 888-7480.

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION REQUESTS: Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and accommodate persons with
disabilities desiring to attend the hearing. Requests for auxiliary aids or services to assist individuals with disabilities or
limited English proficiency should be made with as much advance notice as possible to
JULIE MAXEY, NDOT PUBLIC HEARINGS OFFICER AT (775) 888-7171 OR EMAIL AT IMAXEY@DOT.NV.GOV.
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I-15 Tropicana
Environmental Assessment Summary
Public Information Meeting
November 19, 2019

Why is the project needed?

A combination of the following critical needs
demonstrates why improvements must be
considered for the I-15 Tropicana Interchange:

e Roadway deficiencies will continue to
contribute to congestion and travel delays

e Existing congestion will worsen with
projected increases in passenger vehicles,
trucks, and public transit vehicles along I-
15 and Tropicana Avenue

e Traffic safety will further degrade as
higher crash rates are experienced along
Tropicana Avenue and I-15, compared to
similar urban roadways in Nevada,
making safety improvements a key need.

What is the purpose of this project?

The purpose of the proposed project is to:

e Resolve roadway and related operational
deficiencies on Tropicana Avenue and the
northbound CD road south of the
interchange

e Reduce traffic congestion at the I-15
Tropicana Avenue interchange and the
northbound CD road

e Increase safety for vehicles, pedestrians,
bicycles, and transit users and operators

e Improve HOV access and circulation










Next Steps in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Process

Review and address comments received during the Environmental Assessment (EA) public review period

Request Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) approval of the Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI)

How does the Preferred Alternative meet the Purpose and Need of the Project?

The Preferred Alternative has been developed to correct the existing roadway deficiencies that result in
congestion along Tropicana Avenue, Dean Martin Drive, and I-15 in the immediate vicinity of the
interchange.

The Preferred Alternative resolves traffic congestion by adding roadway network capacity and reducing
travel time and traffic delay.

The Preferred Alternative will reduce congestion-related crashes. The Preferred Alternative also includes
major improvements for pedestrian circulation on both the Tropicana and Harmon avenue bridges over
I-15.

An additional purpose of the project is to improve multimodal vehicle (buses, commuter vans, carpools,

etc.) access and circulation in the corridor. This is achieved by addition of the I-15 HOV ramps at Harmon
Avenue.

Environmental Summary

The EA was prepared to analyze potential environmental and social impacts in compliance with NEPA.
The EA identifies why the project is needed, the purpose of the project, alternatives considered, existing
environmental and social conditions, potential impacts, and mitigation measures.

NDOT considered comments received at two Public Information Meetings, held January 30, 2018 and
May 2, 2019, by incorporating design refinements as part of the Preferred Alternative.



Table 1 summarizes the roadway deficiencies and identifies the component of the Preferred Alternatives that

corrects these deficiencies.

Table 1. Summary of Roadway Deficiencies

capacity

Close intersection
spacing impedes
westbound traffic flow
Northbound on-ramp
restricts traffic flow
causing backups
Westbound weaving
through the
interchange impedes
access to Dean Martin
Drive and I-15
southbound

Avenue backs up
through traffic

Location
Tropicana Avenue Dean Martin Drive | I-15
Key Deficiencies | o 4-lane bridge and e Signal at ¢ Inadequate vertical clearance
approaches limit Tropicana under Tropicana Avenue

bridge

e Tropicana Avenue bridge
limits future widening

e Northbound traffic on CD
road backs up from 1-lane
I-15 merge

e Southbound off-ramp backs
up from Dean Martin Drive
signal

e Northbound off-ramp
delayed due to Tropicana
Avenue backups

Preferred
Alternative

Adds one through and
one left turn lane in
each direction at the
interchange.

Converts the Dean
Martin Drive
intersection to right in
right out, reducing
weaving and
improving Tropicana
Avenue traffic.
Additional turn lanes
at the ramp
intersection allows
more storage and
throughput,
preventing backups.

e Relocates the
through
movements on
Dean Martin
Drive under
Tropicana
Avenue,
reducing
backup.

e New Tropicana Avenue
bridge provides proper
vertical clearance over |-15.

e New bridge is longer,
providing more width for |-15
underneath.

e Extended merge length and
two-lane entrance from the
northbound CD road to I-15
reduces backups on the CD
road.

e Converting the Dean Martin
Drive intersection to right-in
right-out greatly improves
the throughput of the
interchange ramp
intersections.

e Additional turn lanes at the
ramp intersections allow
more storage and
throughput, preventing
backups onto I-15.

Table 2 summarizes the impacts and mitigation measures for the No-Build Alternative and Preferred Alternative.




Table 2. I-15 Tropicana Environmental Assessment

Summary of Environmental Impacts and Mitigation
Resource! No Build Alternative Preferred Alternative Mitigation
Impacts Impacts
Biological No impact. No impact. Vegetation may be removed if it has been surveyed
Resources and no active bird nests are present. The contractor

(Section 3.1.1)

shall avoid any active nests.

The contractor will develop and follow a Noxious
Weed Management Plan to prevent the
establishment and spread of Nevada State listed
noxious weeds per Nevada Revised Statute 555.

Land Use and
Socioeconomic
Conditions: Land
Use and Planning
(Section 3.2)

Traffic congestion and
delay would continue
to worsen.
Improvements would
not be made to
pedestrian and mass
transit facilities.

e Meets goals and policies specifically
identified in the Clark County
Comprehensive Mast Plan — Land Use
Element and Transportation Element and
in the Southern Nevada High Occupancy
Vehicle (HOV) Plan Update.

None.

Land Use and
Socioeconomic
Conditions: Right-
of-Way and
Construction
Easements
(Section 3.2)

No impact.

e Partial acquisition of 14 parcels totaling
2.06 acres.

e Construction would result in temporary
construction easements on 21 parcels
totaling 2.18 acres. One permanent
construction easement of 0.06 acre.

e Loss of 24 of the 272 commercial parking
spaces from the Days Inn Las Vegas Wild
Wild West Gambling Hall located at the
northwest corner of Tropicana Avenue
and Dean Martin Drive. Four (4) out of 24
parking spaces at T-Mobile Arena would
be permanently removed from a
delivery/service parking lot.

Property owners are protected by the Uniform
Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition
Policy Act of 1970 (Uniform Act).

NDOT will pay fair market value for the loss or use
of any property.

! Data collection and analysis determined that the following environmental resources and other factors are not applicable to the study area or would only be
very minimally affected by the proposed project: Floodplains (Section 3.1.2), Cultural Resources (Section 3.1.3), Traffic Noise (Section 3.1.4), Energy Resources
and Minerals (Section 3.1.5), Environmental Justice (Section 3.1.6) and Section 4(f) (Section 3.1.7).




Table 2. I-15 Tropicana Environmental Assessment

Summary of Environmental Impacts and Mitig

gation

Resource!

No Build Alternative
Impacts

Preferred Alternative
Impacts

Mitigation

Land Use and
Socioeconomic
Conditions: Traffic
and Pedestrian
Circulation
(Section 3.2)

The existing traffic
congestion is predicted
to worsen, and existing
sidewalks would not be
improved.

Improved pedestrian facilities along
Harmon Avenue would be provided with
barrier separation for the residents of
the Panorama Towers and The Martin.
The improved pedestrian facilities along
Tropicana Avenue and Dean Martin
Drive would provide a continuous
pedestrian linkage east and west of I-15.

e The improved traffic operations would

result in shorter response times for
emergency services providers.

NDOT will develop a plan to communicate with the
public and property owners regarding construction
schedule, street and sidewalk closures, and detours
throughout construction. NDOT will work with Clark
County to identify pedestrian route detours that
may be needed during construction. Access to
residences and businesses will be maintained
during construction. NDOT will maintain Americans
with Disabilities Act-compliant pedestrian access,
including temporary safe street crossings and
sidewalks.

Land Use and
Socioeconomic
Conditions: Traffic
Circulation and
Access

(Section 3.2)

The existing traffic
congestion is predicted
to worsen.

The project would relocate the Dean
Martin Drive north-south through
movements, carrying them under
Tropicana Avenue and eliminating the
through movements from the existing
Dean Martin Drive signal location. The
existing westbound left-turn from
Tropicana Avenue to Dean Martin Drive
would also be eliminated. Vehicles
heading westbound on Tropicana
Avenue would instead make a right turn
at Dean Martin Drive and loop around
and under Tropicana Avenue to head
south on Dean Martin Drive. Vehicles
heading eastbound on Tropicana Avenue
would make a right turn at Dean Martin
Drive and loop around and under
Tropicana Avenue to head north on
Dean Martin Drive.

New traffic patterns will require additional signing
to inform drivers of all lane configurations.
Directional signage will be utilized to help motorists
reach their destinations. Signs will have arrows
depicting the required turning direction in advance
of the Tropicana Avenue and Dean Martin Drive
intersection.




Table 2. I-15 Tropicana Environmental Assessment

Summary of Environmental Impacts and Mitigation
Resource! No Build Alternative Preferred Alternative Mitigation
Impacts Impacts
Land Use and e All existing driveway access would be
Socioeconomic maintained for businesses located on
Conditions: Traffic Dean Martin Drive north and south of
Circulation and Tropicana Avenue, including Hampton
Access (cont.) Inn, Home2Suites, Townplace Suites,
(Section 3.2) and In-N-Out Burger, although some
access would change as described
above.

Air Quality: No impact. e On September 12, 2019, the RTC Board None.
Regional approved the 2017-2040 RTP/TIP
Transportation determination of the air quality
Conformity conformity analysis for the RTP/TIP and
(Section 3.3) the revised analysis and results have

been incorporated into the 2017-2040

RTP/TIP as submitted to FTA and FHWA.

On September 13, 2019, FHWA and FTA,

after consultation with the EPA Region 9

Office provided joint approval of the

2017-2040 RTP/TIP air quality conformity

determination. By virtue of this project’s

(CL20170039) inclusion on the RTC

RTP/TIP, the project demonstrated it

meets the planning and regional

requirements for air quality.
Air Quality: No impact. Hot spot modeling results showed that None.
Project Level carbon monoxide (CO) concentrations at
Conformity: the three modeled intersections would

Carbon Monoxide
Hot Spot Analysis
(Section3.3)

not exceed the 1-hour or 8-hour CO air
quality standards.




Table 2. I-15 Tropicana Environmental Assessment
Summary of Environmental Impacts and Mitig

gation

Resource!

No Build Alternative
Impacts

Preferred Alternative
Impacts

Mitigation

Air Quality:
Project Level
Conformity: PMg
Hot Spot Analysis
(Section3.3)

No impact.

e The project is not expected to cause or

contribute to new localized particulate
matter less than 10 microns in
aerodynamic diameter (PMyo) violations
or increase the frequency or severity of
existing violations. As such, the project
would meet the conformity requirements
of 40 CFR 93.116 without a quantitative
hot-spot analysis. Therefore, the
Preferred Alternative is not expected to
cause or contribute to new localized PM,
violations.

None.

Air Quality:
Mobile Source Air
Toxics
(Section3.3)

No impact.

Although the forecasted 2040 Preferred
Alternative vehicle miles traveled (VMT)
is approximately 20-percent greater than
the 2040 No-Build Alternative, emissions
are virtually certain to be lower than
present levels in 2040 as a result of the
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA)
national emissions control programs that
are projected to reduce annual mobile
source air toxics (MSAT) emissions by
more than 90 percent from 2010 to 2050.

None.

Air Quality:
Greenhouse Gases
(Section3.3)

No impact.

e To date, no national standards have been

established regarding greenhouse gases
(GHG), nor has EPA established criteria or
thresholds for ambient GHG emissions
under its authority to establish motor
vehicle emission standards for CO, under
the Clean Air Act (CAA). The GHG
emissions were evaluated qualitatively by
comparing the VMT of the existing, No-

None.




Table 2. I-15 Tropicana Environmental Assessment
Summary of Environmental Impacts and Mitigation

Resource! No Build Alternative Preferred Alternative Mitigation
Impacts Impacts
Air Quality: Build and the Preferred Alternative.
Greenhouse Gases Because the impacts from GHG emissions
(cont.) are difficult to assess, it is assumed that
(Section3.3) any increase in GHG from the project

would result in some minimal effect
when combined with all other global
sources of GHG.

Air Quality: No impact. e Project construction activities would Equipment and vehicles used for construction will
Construction result in short-term increases in fugitive be required to comply with EPA’s emission
(Section3.3) dust and equipment-related exhaust standards for on-road vehicles and off-road

emissions. Potential air quality impacts of | construction equipment. The project will require a
the Preferred Alternative would be short- | Dust Control Permit from Clark County Department
term, occurring only while construction is | of Air Quality.

in progress.

Water Resources: | No impact. e Modifications to the Tropicana Wash — The project will require a U.S. Army Corps of

Waters of the U.S. North Branch Facility Engineers (USACE) 404 Permit (Nationwide Permit

(Section 3.4) TRNBOO30/TRNBOO031. 14). It is also expected that the project will require
a Section 401 Water Quality Certification issued by
Nevada Division of Environmental Protection
(NDEP), Bureau of Water Quality Planning, as
required for a USACE 404 Permit.

Water Resources: | No impact. e The project requires modifications to the | A USACE 408 permit will be required.

Clark County Tropicana Wash — North Branch Facility

Regional Flood TRNBOO30/TRNB0O031. The modifications

Control District consist of removing existing open channel

Facilities facilities and replacing with rectangular

(Section 3.4) box storm drain (see Figure 3-16). This

facility also falls under the jurisdiction of
USACE.




Table 2. I-15 Tropicana Environmental Assessment
Summary of Environmental Impacts and Mitig

gation

Resource!

No Build Alternative
Impacts

Preferred Alternative
Impacts

Mitigation

Water Resources:

Water Quality
(Section 3.4)

No impact.

e The project would result in an increase

of impervious surface (new pavement
and structures) of approximately 6.5
acres or about 0.5 percent of the 2-
square-mile upstream urbanized
watershed. This small increase in
impervious surface is not expected to
adversely affect water quality.

A Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP)
will be developed before the Notice of Intent is
submitted. The SWPPP will outline temporary and
permanent erosion and sediment controls, locate
stormwater discharge points, and describe BMPs to
be implemented to prevent or reduce stormwater
pollutant discharge associated with construction
activities to the maximum extent practical.

Hazardous
Materials
(Section 3.5)

No impact.

e Partial acquisition of two properties:

Recognized Environmental Condition
(REC) 6 — Roadway Express Mobile Source
and REC 7 — Wild Wild West Gambling
Hall and Hotel

Properties with known contamination will be
further evaluated on a site-by-site basis.

NDOT will survey all structures to be disturbed or
demolished to determine the presence of regulated
materials, including universal wastes, asbestos-
containing material, and heavy metals. NDOT will
remove, manage, and dispose all regulated
materials in accordance with applicable regulations.

Visual Resources
(Section 3.6)

No impact.

e The overall change to visual resources as

seen in Key Viewpoints 1, 2, and 3 would
be low. Given the diverse visual character
of existing views, changes would not be
substantial.

Aesthetic treatments required through NDOT’s
Landscape and Aesthetic program for color and
texture will be applied to visually blend proposed
facilities into the broader urban background. The
lighting system will use LED fixtures designed to
help mitigate sky glow and light spillover.
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