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What is the NDOT Adopt-A-Highway Program about? 
 
 The program was established in 1990 to allow nonpolitical organizations, 

corporations, groups, and individuals to participate in maintaining and enhancing 
Nevada’s highways. 

 
 It is similar to programs in more than 40 other states including California, Texas, 

Arizona, Utah, Missouri, North Carolina, Florida, New Mexico, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Oklahoma, Virginia, Wyoming, Arkansas, and Colorado.   

 
 The program recognizes participants with two courtesy signs installed at the project 

site. 
 
 It is designed to be fun and educational; promote civic responsibility, community 

spirit, and camaraderie; and provide an opportunity to accomplish something 
worthwhile. 

 
 It is designed to save taxpayer dollars. 

 
 It is designed to operate with a minimum of red tape and with minimum supervision 

by NDOT. 
 
 It is designed to allow participants to work responsibly and at their own convenience. 
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Litter is a major problem on Nevada’s highways. 

 
NDOT State maintenance forces spent approximately 74,000 hours to pick up litter and 
debris in the 2016 fiscal year.  
 
Despite this continuing level of effort, the amount of litter on many highways remains 
unacceptable. 

 
 
How does Adopt-A-Highway help? 

 
 

 Increases public awareness of the problem and appeals to community values 
and pride. 

 
 Supplements NDOT resources, saving taxpayer dollars. 

 
 
 Frees up highway workers to deal with highway priorities and maintain pavement, 

structures, drainage, and safety facilities. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Call: 
 

777-2700 
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 Participants agree to pick up litter from their designated section of roadway for 2 years 
or more. Participants collect the litter on the roadside; however, they may not pick up 
litter in the median or along the shoulder of the highway. For safety reasons, NDOT will 
handle these areas.   

 
 Recommended length of adopted segment is 2 miles and includes both sides of the 

highway. 
 
Litter must be picked up according to the assigned frequency for that section. NDOT 

recommends that groups pick up litter four (4) times a year.  
 Participants must notify the NDOT Adopt-A-Highway representative prior to litter 

pickups. This enables NDOT to reward participation and prepare the required signs for 
safety. 

 
Adopt-A-Highway Representative 

 
777-2700 

 
 NDOT will provide orange safety vests and trash bags with ties and will dispose of 

filled bags.  
 Participants must park a minimum of 30 feet from the travel lanes. Parking is highly 

encouraged on approaches and turnouts. 
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The Adopt-A-Highway Program applies to all types of highways. However, not every 
section of a highway is adoptable. Reasons why a certain section may be unacceptable 
for adoption include: 
 
 traffic too heavy. 
 
 roadway shoulders too narrow or traffic too close. 
 
 visibility too restricted. 
 
 poor roadway alignment/runoff potential high. 
 
 terrain too rugged/slopes too steep. 
 
 roadside too narrow. 
 
 access/egress too difficult. 
 
 brush or vegetation too dense.  
 
 section already adopted by others. 
 
 site conditions inappropriate for age level or experience of participants. 
 
 frequency of litter pickup too great for capability of participants. 
 
 no parking available at or near the section. 
 
NDOT will let you know if a certain section of highway is adoptable for your purpose. If a 
section is unadoptable, NDOT will help you identify alternate work locations. 
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The Adopt-A-Highway Program is designed so common-sense safety will prevail. Adoptable 
sections of highway are selected for safety and suitability for the work involved.   
 
Individual Responsibility 
 
Participants bear individual responsibility for personal safety and appropriate behavior 
within the highway right-of-way. 
 
Insurance and individual liability waivers are not required. However, participants agree 
to hold the State harmless for injuries arising out of their inappropriate action or 
nonconformance to safety requirements. 
 
Participants work without direct NDOT supervision and with limited traffic control, such 
as signage. However, groups are required to provide one adult supervisor for every five 
minors on the roadside. No one under 12 years of age is allowed to participate. 
Group coordinators must require a waiver from parents of any children under the 
age of 18 who wish to participate in the litter control efforts.  
 
Safety Issues 
 
NDOT safety requirements must be provided and reviewed by each participant before 
entering the right-of-way. Group leaders are responsible for conducting safety briefings 
for all participants at least once a year. 
 
Safety issues generally involve: 
 
 wearing proper safety gear and clothing. 
 
 safe access and egress to work site. 
 
 staying away from traffic and remaining alert at all times. 
 
 not working when weather, light, or road conditions are poor. 
 
 not touching potentially toxic substances, or being injured by jagged objects, snakes, 

or other hazards. 
 
 not distracting or interfering with motorists. 
 
NDOT will provide participants with orange vests for use at all times while in the right-of-
way. 
 
 



 6 

 
 
To protect yourself and others: 
 
 Stay off the shoulders (includes unpaved shoulders). 
 
 Do not attempt to cross freeway traffic lanes on foot. Use caution when crossing 

conventional highways. Use crosswalks and signals where available. 
 
 Face oncoming traffic as you work and keep an eye on traffic. Be prepared to move 

quickly if necessary. 
 
 Conduct cleanups on one side of the roadway at a time. DO NOT have participants 

cleaning on both sides of the roadway at the same time or moving in opposite directions. 
 
 Do not work on the roadway or shoulders, on bridges, or in tunnels. 
 
 Discontinue work before dusk. 
 
 Do not attempt to work when fog or other conditions reduce visibility for drivers. 
 
 Do not attempt to work when roadway is icy or wet. 
 
 Do not touch or attempt to remove materials that may be toxic or hazardous. Items to avoid 

include powders, chemicals, smelly substances, suspicious packages, chemical drums or 
containers, weapons, syringes or hypodermic needles, dead animals, and broken glass. 
Immediately notify NDOT or the police of the location of weapons or suspected toxic 
substances. 

 
 Do not try to compact trash bags. Injuries from broken or jagged objects may occur. 
 
 Wear orange safety vests, hats, and gloves at all times when you are on the roadside. 
 
 Long pants and substantial leather shoes or boots with ankle support are suggested. Watch 

your footing and avoid steep slopes, drainage facilities, or places from which you might fall. Light-
colored clothing, long-sleeved shirts, and sunscreen lotion are recommended. 

 
 Do not run, throw objects, or engage in horseplay or any activity that may distract drivers. 
 
 Avoid overexertion. Drink plenty of water, especially on warm days. 
 
 Do not consume alcoholic beverages or drugs before entering, or while on, the roadside. 
 
 Be alert for snake dens, stinging insects, and poisonous plants. 
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