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Introduction and Purpose
Project Overview
The Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) and the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) are preparing an Environmental Assessment to evaluate alternatives to improve safety
and reduce travel delay on Interstate 80 (I-80) between Vista Boulevard and USA Parkway (State
Route 439). The study area is in the City of Sparks and unincorporated Washoe County and
Storey County, Nevada (Figure 1). This 13-mile segment of I-80 between Vista Boulevard and
USA Parkway is in a canyon adjacent to the Truckee River and Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR)
tracks. The growth of the Tahoe-Reno Industrial Center (TRIC), the largest industrial park in the
United States, along with the increase in single-occupancy vehicles from commuters traveling to
and from the TRIC, has led to increased traffic along this segment of I-80.

The purpose of this report is to consider how this project would affect the people, businesses,
neighborhoods, communities, and social and economic characteristics of the study area. It
describes the relevant existing conditions within the area; potential impacts of the project on the
community and its neighborhoods; and potential measures to avoid, minimize, or mitigate
adverse impacts of the project. This report identifies land use changes, social effects, property
acquisitions, and economic changes.
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Figure 1. Project Location
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Purpose and Need for the Project
The purpose of the project is to reduce travel delay, improve safety, and address freeway design
deficiencies along I-80 between Vista Boulevard and USA Parkway.

The project is needed to reduce travel delays, accommodate traffic associated with past and
planned growth in the region, and provide enhanced safety such as wider shoulders, truck
parking, and wrong-way driver detection.

The need to improve this segment of I-80 is demonstrated by the following:

 Projected future travel delays caused by high traffic volumes from the proximity of the
TRIC.

 Crash rates are higher than in other urban and rural interstates in Nevada.
 Importance of I-80 in the regional transportation system.

Proposed Action and Alternatives
Build Alternative
The proposed action would construct an additional 12-foot travel lane in each direction, 12-foot
outside shoulders, and 10-foot inside shoulders along I-80 between Vista Boulevard and USA
Parkway. The proposed action would also reconfigure interchanges to increase the length of
acceleration and deceleration lanes, as well as construct additional truck parking.

No Build Alternative
The No Build Alternative would make no changes to I-80 and only routine maintenance would
continue. This would eliminate the cost of improving I-80 but would not address the project’s
purpose or need. Other planned transportation improvement projects in the area could still
move forward.

Regulatory Context
NDOT evaluated community impacts in accordance with the following key laws, regulations, and
guidance:

 The Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as
amended (United States Code Title 42 Section 4601 as implemented through Code of
Federal Regulations Title 49, Part 24)

 FHWA Technical Advisory T6640.8A, Guidance for Preparing and Processing
Environmental and Section 4(f) Documents (FHWA 1987)

 FHWA Community Impact Assessment: A Quick Reference for Transportation (FHWA 1996;
FHWA 2018)
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Methodology
The following sections describe the methodology NDOT used to evaluate community resource
impacts.

Demographics and Socioeconomic Conditions
The study area for socioeconomic impacts of the project is 0.25-mile from the freeway (Figure 2).
NDOT selected this as the study area because most of the environmental impacts resulting from
the project would occur in the areas less than 0.25-mile from the freeway. Demographic
information for the City of Sparks, Washoe County, Storey County, and the State of Nevada is
provided for comparison to study area demographics.

NDOT used the U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey (ACS) 5-Year Estimates (2018
to 2022) to characterize existing demographic conditions. Economic data presented in this
report are for the Reno-Sparks Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), Washoe County, Storey
County, and the State of Nevada. The Reno-Sparks MSA includes all of Washoe County and the
northeastern portion of Storey County. Because the Reno-Sparks MSA encompasses much of
the population within Washoe County, information about these two areas is similar. Data on
property tax revenues were derived from City of Sparks, Washoe County, and Storey County
financial reports (City of Sparks 2023; Storey County 2023; Washoe County 2023a).



Nevada Department of Transportation | I-80 East Widening NEPA

7

Figure 2. Socioeconomics Study Area
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Residences and Businesses
NDOT overlaid the preliminary design of the Build Alternative on parcel maps to determine the
effects on businesses and residences, including property acquisition needs, displacement of
residents and businesses, and changes in access.

Community Resources
Community buildings include places of worship, recreation areas, schools, government
buildings, and fire and rescue stations. Community buildings that could be affected by the Build
Alternative were identified using Washoe County and Storey County Assessor records, Washoe
County and Storey County parks and recreation webpages and master plans, and aerial imagery.
NDOT overlaid the preliminary design of the Build Alternative on parcel maps to determine the
effects on community resources, including property acquisition needs, displacement of
community buildings, and changes in access.

Local and Regional Planning Compatibility
NDOT reviewed local and regional land use and comprehensive plans to determine compatibility
of the project with local and regional planning goals.

Community Character and Cohesion
Community or social cohesion is the degree to which residents have a sense of belonging to
their neighborhood (Caltrans 2011). Cohesion can involve a sense of closeness among residents
and a sense of being safe in one’s neighborhood (NCHRP 2001). It stems from social
interactions, such as participating in community social events or neighborly exchanges on the
street, and it is strengthened by connections to places of worship, schools, and other community
buildings, which provide opportunities for residents to gather and interact. It can vary from
street to street and vary over time depending on how well neighbors know each other, whether
they have relatives in the area, how frequently people move in and out of an area, and the level
of crime.

NDOT reviewed local land use plans to understand geographic areas and neighborhoods to
identify communities and neighborhoods within the study area. To assess community cohesion
impacts, the project team considered the loss of community resources and other qualitative
impacts associated with the temporary construction and long-term operation of the Build
Alternative.

Existing Conditions
Socioeconomics
The following sections provide information on the population and demographic characteristics
for the study area, the City of Sparks, Washoe County, Storey County, and the State of Nevada.
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Population
The City of Sparks, Washoe County, and the State of Nevada experienced rapid population
growth between 2000 and 2022, with growth rates between 46 and 65% (Table 1). Storey County
also experienced population growth between 2000 and 2022, but at a much slower pace. By
2042, the City of Sparks’, Washoe County’s, and the State of Nevada’s populations are
forecasted to increase by between 18 to 24% (Table 1). Storey County is projected to experience
significant population growth with its population projected to more than double by 2042 (Table
1).

Table 1. Regional Population

Area 2000 2010 2020 2022 2042[a]

Percent
Growth
(2000-
2022)

Forecast
Increase in
Population

(2022-
2042)

Sparks 66,346 90,264 108,445 109,226 132,271 65% 21%
Storey
County 3,399 4,010 4,104 4,170 8,715 23% 108%

Washoe
County 339,486 421,407 486,492 496,745 587,479 46% 18%

Nevada 1,998,257 2,700,551 3,104,614 3,177,772 3,932,039 59% 24%
[a] The Truckee Meadows Regional Planning Agency issues its Washoe County Consensus Forecast annually and
forecasts populations for 20 years into the future. The latest Washoe County Consensus Forecast was published in
2022 and accordingly included population projections to 2042.
Sources: U.S. Census Bureau 2000; U.S. Census Bureau 2010; U.S. Census Bureau 2020; U.S. Census Bureau 2023 (ACS
5-year estimate 2018-2022); Truckee Meadows Regional Planning Agency 2022; Nevada Department of Taxation 2023

Housing Characteristics
The study area has a higher percentage of multi-family and a lower percentage of single-family
housing compared with Sparks, Storey County, Washoe County, and Nevada (Table 2). The study
area has a higher percentage of renters compared with Sparks, both counties, and the state.
Median rent is lower than median rents in Sparks, Washoe County, and Nevada, but higher than
Storey County.

Table 2. Housing Characteristics

Characteristic Nevada Washoe
County

Storey
County Sparks Study Area

Total Housing Units
[a] 1,328,788 218,193 1,869 46,344 161

Single Family 60% 60% 76% 68% 51%

Multi-Family [b] 40% 40% 24% 32% 49%
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Characteristic Nevada Washoe
County

Storey
County Sparks Study Area

Owner-Occupied 60% 60% 96% 62% 47%

Renter-Occupied 40% 40% 4% 38% 53%

Median Rent $1,461 $1,479 $565 $1,597 $1,185
Gross Rent is 30% or
More of Income [c] 57% 58% 19% 56% 33%

[a] Includes occupied and vacant housing units.
[b] Multi-family includes duplexes, buildings with two or more units, mobile homes, etc.
[c] Gross rent calculations come from occupied housing units.
Sources: U.S. Census Bureau 2020 and U.S. Census Bureau 2023 (ACS 5-year estimate 2018-2022)

Housing affordability refers to a household’s ability to find housing within its financial means.
According to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, a household that pays
more than 30% of its income for housing is considered cost-burdened and may have difficulty
affording housing expenses and other necessities (HUD User n.d.). The percent of people in the
study area who spend more than 30% of their income on rent is lower than Sparks, Washoe
County, and Nevada, but greater than that in Storey County (Table 2). Average home values
have increased significantly since 2018 by more than 40% in Sparks, Storey County, and Washoe
County (Table 3).

Table 3. Median House Prices 2018–2023

Area October 2018 Median
Price

October 2023
Median Price

Percent Increase
2018 to 2023

Sparks $347,496 $489,926 41%

Storey County $305,309 $447,392 47%

Washoe County $371,430 $526,866 42%

United States $232,027 $348,539 50%
Source: Zillow 2023

Age, Race, Ethnicity, and Limited English Proficiency
The study area has a lower minority population compared with Nevada, but higher than Sparks,
Storey County, Washoe County (Table 4). It has a lower Hispanic or Latino population than
Sparks, Washoe County, and Nevada, but higher than Storey County. It also has a lower
proportion of people with limited English proficiency than Sparks, Storey County, Washoe
County, and Nevada. The median age is higher in the study area compared with Sparks, Washoe
County, and Nevada, but slightly lower than Storey County. The population under 18 is lower
than Sparks, Washoe County, and Nevada, while the population over 65 is higher than Sparks,
but lower than Storey County, Washoe County, and Nevada.
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Table 4. Age, Race, Ethnicity, and Limited English Proficiency

Characteristic Nevada Storey
County

Washoe
County Sparks Study Area

Total Population 3,177,772 4,095 496,745 109,226 278

Population Under 18 21.7% 12.4% 20.5% 23.2% 13.7%
Population 65 and
over 16.9% 34.3% 17.7% 15.4% 16.6%

Median Age 39.0 53.9 39.2 37.1 50.4

Minority Population [a] 58.1% 17.3% 46.4% 46.4% 47.9%

Hispanic or Latino [b] 30.3% 5.4% 26.2% 34.3% 24.2%
Limited English
Proficiency [c] 11% 1.6% 6.8% 7.3% 0.0%

[a] Minority population reflects people who do not identify as “White Alone” and includes people who are Hispanic or
Latino.
[b] The U.S. Census collects data on Hispanic or Latino origin (ethnicity) in separate questions from race. Respondents
have the option to choose “Hispanic or Latino” or “Not Hispanic or Latino” and also choose any race.
[c] Limited English proficiency population includes those 5 years and older who report speaking English “not well” or
“not well at all.”
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2023 (ACS 5-year estimate 2018-2022)

Income and Poverty Characteristics
The study area has a greater percentage of the population below the poverty level compared
with Sparks, Storey County, and Washoe County, but less than the State of Nevada (Table 5). The
median household income is also lower than Sparks, Storey County, Washoe County, and the
State of Nevada. However, the percentage of households without a vehicle is less than Sparks,
Washoe County, and Nevada, but greater than Storey County, which may be attributed to the
lack of public transportation within the study area.

Table 5. Poverty and Income Characteristics

Characteristic Nevada Storey County Washoe County Sparks Study Area

Below Poverty 12.5% 9.1% 10.2% 7.9% 12%
Median
Household
Income

$72,333 $86,932 $80,125 $81,512 $54,040

Households
with No Vehicle 3.9% 2.1% 2.6% 2.6% 2.3%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2023 (ACS 5-year estimate 2018-2022)
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Employment
The unemployment rate in the Reno-Sparks MSA declined by 0.7% in the 5-year period from
2017 to 2022 (Table 6) (DETR 2023). The unemployment rate for the state was slightly higher
than that of Storey County, Washoe County, and the Reno-Sparks MSA in 2022 (Table 6) (DETR
2023).
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Table 6. Labor Force Characteristics

Characteristic [a] Reno-Sparks MSA [b] Storey County Washoe County Nevada

Year 2017 2022 2017 2022 2017 2022 2017 2022

Labor Force 238,361 258,158 1,898 2,086 236,461 256,072 1,444,262 1,549,859

Employed 228,460 249,206 1,803 2,003 226,656 247,203 1,372,022 1,466,213

Unemployed 9,901 8,952 95 83 9,805 8,869 72,240 83,646

Unemployment Rate 4.2% 3.5% 5.0% 4.0% 4.1% 3.5% 5.0% 5.4%
[a] Not seasonally adjusted.
[b] Because Reno-Sparks MSA includes all of Washoe County and a portion of Storey County, it has a larger labor force.
Source: DETR 2023

The businesses within the TRIC are the main employers within the study area. The TRIC is about 107,000 acres with 100 businesses
and approximately 25,000 employees (TRIC 2023). Businesses in the TRIC include Walmart, Chewy, PetSmart, Home Depot, Zulily (e-
commerce), Tesla Motors Gigafactory, Switch SUPERNAP TRIC (the largest data center campus in the world), and Google and Apple
data centers (Figure 3).
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Figure 3. Major Employers within and adjacent to the Study Area
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Tax Revenue
Property (or ad valorem) taxes are the primary general revenue source for both the county and
the city. Property tax revenues for the last 5 years for the City of Sparks, Storey County, and
Washoe County increased because of continued growth in population and in the housing
market. Property tax revenues between 2018 and 2022 are summarized in Table 7. Sparks’
property tax rate is $3.66 per $100 of assess value (City of Sparks 2023).

Table 7. Property Tax Revenues ($ Millions)

Tax Year Sparks Storey County Washoe County

2018 $21.9 million N/Aa $142.5 million

2019 $23.2 million $12.7 million $149.2 million

2020 $24.8 million $13.1 million $158.4 million

2021 $26.2 million $15.2 million $170.1 million

2022 $27.9 million $15.9 million $182.1 million
a No data before 2019 are publicly available.
Sources: City of Sparks 2023; Storey County 2023; and Washoe County 2023a

Existing Land Use
The existing land uses within the study area are primarily industrial with some residential,
commercial, and recreational areas. The westernmost limits of the study area are within the
City of Sparks and the remaining portion of the study area is in unincorporated Storey County
and Washoe County (Figure 4). The study area includes Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land
(Washoe County 2023b). The Truckee River meanders south of I-80 throughout the project
limits. The Truckee River Trail is a pedestrian and bicyclist path that crosses into the western
portion of the study area. In addition, Lockwood Park is south of I-80 near the intersection of
I-80 and Canyon Way, which includes two hiking trails, picnic areas, and boat access to the
Truckee River. The Rainbow Bend neighborhood is the primary residential area within the study
area and consists of single-family homes just east of Lockwood Park. Some industrial properties
are interspersed along the length of I-80 within the study area, but most are south of I-80 in the
TRIC. UPRR tracks parallel I-80 to the south.
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Figure 4. Existing Land Use
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Community Resources
No places of worship, government buildings, schools, or fire and rescue stations are within the
study area. The only two community resources within the study area are the Truckee River Trail,
maintained by the City of Sparks, and Lockwood Park, maintained by Washoe County. The
community resources within the study area are described in this section and shown on Figure 4.

Local and Regional Planning Compatibility
NDOT reviewed land use and comprehensive plans to determine the compatibility of the
proposed project with planning goals. NDOT then assessed whether the project is compatible
with existing land use planning activities. Table 8 summarizes the purpose of each plan that was
reviewed.

Table 8. Local and Regional Land Use Plans Reviewed for Compatibility

Plan Plan Summary

2019 Truckee Meadows Regional Plan
(Truckee Meadows Regional Planning
Agency 2023)

The Truckee Meadows Regional Plan provides a
blueprint for development in Washoe County. The
document prescribes where growth will occur and
where growth will be limited.

Washoe County Master Plan, Land Use and
Transportation Element (Washoe County
Department of Community Development
2020)

The purpose of the Land Use and Transportation
Element is to set goals, policies, and action items that
will shape communities throughout Washoe County
through the year 2025.

Washoe County Master Plan, Truckee
Canyon Area Plan (Washoe County
Department of Community Development
2012)

The purpose of the Truckee Canyon Area Plan is to
guide the community on matters of growth and
development within the Truckee Canyon planning
area.

Regional Open Space and Natural Resource
Management Plan (Washoe County
Department of Community Development
and Department of Regional Parks and
Open Space 2008)

The Regional Open Space and Natural Resource
Management Plan is Washoe County’s vision,
direction, and commitment to action for the future of
the region’s open spaces and natural resources
through 2030.

Ignite Sparks: City of Sparks Comprehensive
Plan (City of Sparks 2016)

The comprehensive plan serves as the policy
document to guide City land use decisions through
2030.

Storey County Master Plan (Storey County
2016)

The purpose of the master plan is to provide a
comprehensive long-term general plan for the
physical development of the county.

One Nevada Transportation Plan (NDOT
2018)

This plan provides guidance for NDOT, metropolitan
planning organizations (such as the Regional
Transportation Commission), local governments, and
modal transportation providers in the planning,
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Plan Plan Summary

development, operation, and maintenance of the
state’s multimodal transportation system.

Carson City Consolidated Resource
Management Plan (BLM 2001)

This plan establishes resource management goals
and objectives for BLM land and measures to achieve
them, as well as identifies lands that are open and
available or closed for certain uses.

Environmental Consequences
Business and Residential Displacements
No Build Alternative
The No Build Alternative would not displace any businesses or residences. Access to and from
businesses or residences using I-80 would remain the same as today. However, without
improvements to I-80, residents and businesses that rely on the freeway would experience
deterioration in safety, traffic operations, and travel time reliability.

Build Alternative
The Build Alternative would not displace any businesses or residences. Access to and from
businesses or residences using I-80 would improve.

The Build Alternative would require partial property acquisitions that would not result in any
displacements (Table 9).

Table 9. Partial Property Impacts

Parcel Owner Parcel Numbers Proposed Right-of-Way
(acres)

United States of America

037-310-02 0.333

084-060-01 0.244

084-060-14 0.441

084-172-05 5.542

PV Reno Delaware, LLC 037-430-01 0.085

Granite Construction Company
084-080-22 0.216

084-080-30 0.154

084-070-19 0.244

Debord Family Trust 084-710-02 2.039
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Parcel Owner Parcel Numbers Proposed Right-of-Way
(acres)

Apple, Inc.
084-191-08 6.835

084-191-07 23.512

State of Nevada 037-310-04 1.004

Mass Land Acquisition LLC[a] 004-162-01 [b] 1.327

Patrick Acquisition LLC[a]
005-121-01[b] 0.516

005-121-02 [b] 0.758

Sierra Pacific Power Co[a] 084-212-06 0.708

Lucas Home Development[a] 084-120-26 0.627
[a] The right-of-way needed for these parcels is intended for the construction of potential stormwater
treatment facilities.
[b] These parcels are in Storey County. All other parcels listed in this table are in Washoe County.

Community Resource Impacts
No Build Alternative
Under the No Build Alternative, no acquisition, displacement, or changes in access would occur
at any community resources. However, motorists who use I-80 to access these services would
continue to experience poor traffic operations and safety concerns. Emergency response times
could increase because of congestion, and there could be an increase in the need to respond to
crashes on the freeways.

Build Alternative
The Build Alternative would not displace any community resources. Access to and from these
community resources using I-80 would improve.

Local and Regional Planning Compatibility
No Build Alternative
The No Build Alternative is compatible with all the local and regional plans listed in Table 8
because the goals for the plans were written under existing conditions and the plans do not
discuss goals related to I-80.

Build Alternative
To determine the compatibility of the Build Alternative with local and regional planning, NDOT
evaluated goals from applicable sections of each of the local and regional plans. The Build
Alternative is compatible with all local and regional plans.

Table 10 shows the results of the evaluation. Additional information regarding the compatibility
with specific goals of each local and regional planning document is provided in Attachment 1.
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Table 10. Compatibility with Local and Regional Plans

Plan Compatibility
with Plans

2019 Truckee Meadows Regional Plan (Truckee Meadows Regional Planning
Agency 2023) Compatible

Washoe County Master Plan, Land Use and Transportation Element (Washoe
County Department of Community Development 2020) Compatible

Washoe County Master Plan, Truckee Canyon Area Plan (Washoe County
Department of Community Development 2012) Compatible

Regional Open Space and Natural Resource Management Plan (Washoe County
Department of Community Development and Department of Regional Parks and
Open Space 2008)

Compatible

Storey County Master Plan (Storey County 2016) Compatible

Ignite Sparks: City of Sparks Comprehensive Plan (City of Sparks 2016) Compatible

One Nevada Transportation Plan (NDOT 2018) Compatible

Carson City Consolidated Resource Management Plan (BLM 2001) Compatible

Socioeconomic Impacts
No Build Alternative
Under the No Build Alternative, no impacts to employment or the property tax base would
occur. However, without improvements to I-80, communities that rely on these freeways would
experience deterioration in safety, traffic operations, and travel time reliability.

Build Alternative
Roadway expansion can affect the physical and social settings, community services, and other
factors that promote a sense of community among residents in the study area. However, NDOT
would not construct new roadways on new alignments as part of the project, limiting the
project’s impact on neighborhoods. The Build Alternative would not divide any neighborhoods
or displace any businesses or residences.

Construction Impacts
No Build Alternative
The No Build Alternative would not require construction and would not have construction
impacts.

Build Alternative
Constructing the project is expected to take approximately 3 years. Residences and businesses
would be affected by intermittent noise, vibration, dust, traffic congestion, and visual changes
for a portion of this time when construction occurs near neighborhoods.
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During construction, both lanes would remain open during morning and afternoon rush hour.
Lane closures would occur during off-peak travel times and nighttime. Bridge construction and
installation of overhead and digital messaging signs would require overnight lane closures
and/or detours. Any detours would occur at interchanges and use existing ramps or temporary
paving. No significant detours, such as detouring via US 50, would occur.

Blasting may be required for excavation along the north side of I-80, which would require
intermittent full closure of the freeway during blasting and removal of debris from travel lanes.
These closures would occur during off-peak travel times. NDOT would distribute information
locally and regionally to the public regarding any closures and alternate routes prior to
commencing blasting. Signs would be temporarily installed to assist travelers with navigating
the alternate routes. NDOT would work with the California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans) to provide advance notification regarding these closures and alternate routes along I-
80 as traffic approaches Nevada. NDOT would also coordinate with national and state trucking
associations to provide advance notice to truckers regarding alternate routes and the schedule
for closures.

Drivers on I-80 would experience lane closures and slower travel times for the duration of the
construction project. Temporary road closures and detours during construction could also
intermittently increase response times for emergency service providers; however, NDOT would
notify emergency service providers beforehand of any planned closures and alternate routes.

Measures to Mitigate Impacts
Residents (both owners and tenants) and businesses are protected by the Uniform Relocation
Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended (Uniform Act). As
required by the Uniform Act, NDOT will pay fair market value for any property acquired. NDOT
will develop a plan to communicate with the public and property owners regarding construction
schedule, street closures, and detours throughout construction. Access to residences and
businesses will be maintained during construction.
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Attachment 1 
Local and Regional Planning Document 
Compatibility Evaluation 
The Nevada Department of Transportation evaluated local and regional planning documents for 
Sparks, Washoe County, and Storey County to determine the compatibility of the I-80 East 
Widening project with the published plans of city, county, state, and federal agencies. The 
planning documents evaluated do not specifically mention this project. To determine the 
compatibility of the project, goals from applicable sections of each plan were evaluated against 
the Build Alternative, and a determination of compatible, partially compatible, and incompatible, 
was made for each goal.  

The No Build Alternative is determined to be compatible with all the local and regional plans 
listed in Table 1, as the goals for the plans were written under existing conditions and the plans 
do not discuss goals related to the I-80 East Widening project. 

Table 1. Determination of Compatibility for Applicable Goals in Local and Regional 
Planning Documents  

Description of Goal Determination of Compatibility  
2019 Truckee Meadows Regional Plan 

Goal 1. Quality of Regional Living. 
Provide guidance for development patterns 
that provide households and businesses a 
quality environment for a diversity of types 
of urban life, and with efficient 
infrastructure to support that quality. 

Compatible  

The project’s purpose is to reduce travel 
delays and improve safety, aligning with 
regional goals to create more efficient 
infrastructure to support quality of life in 
the area. 

Goal 2. Natural Environment. Identify and 
protect essential natural resources and 
environmental quality, and mitigate the 
impacts of development on these resources. 

Compatible 

Impacts to natural resources are evaluated, 
avoided, minimized, and mitigated as part 
of the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) process and the project. 

Goal 3. Economy. Provide land and 
infrastructure efficiently to support the 
growth of business activity and jobs, and 
the income and revenue they generate. 

Compatible 

The project is located adjacent to the 
Tahoe-Reno Industrial Center (TRIC) and will 
facilitate the movement of goods and 
services. 
Compatible 
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Description of Goal Determination of Compatibility  
Goal 4. Costs and Efficiency. Plan, build, 
and operate public facilities that efficiently 
address public needs and desires as 
described in other goals (for regional living, 
the environment, the economy, and equity). 

The project will address the rising need to 
restore the regionally significant highway to 
improve efficiency, quality of life, and the 
local economy. 

Goal 5. Equity and Diversity. Address the 
needs of all residents of the region when 
evaluating how to meet other goals (for 
regional living, the environment, the 
economy, and efficiency). 

Compatible 

The project identifies the need for all 
residents and workers within the project 
area. 

Goal 6. Engagement and Decision-
making. Provide information that is 
understandable to the public in processes 
that are open, transparent, and inclusive; 
explore new models for communication and 
cooperation among public agencies and 
private and nonprofit partners. 

Compatible 

This Environmental Assessment under the 
NEPA process provides for complete 
disclosure to the public and allows others 
an opportunity to provide input and 
comment on the alternatives and their 
environmental impacts. 

Washoe County Master Plan, Land Use and Transportation Element 

Goal 1: Influence future development to 
abide by sustainable growth practices. 

Compatible 

The project will support sustainable growth 
by providing safe and efficient freeways to 
support the high-density development near 
Sparks. 

Goal 2: Standards ensure that land use 
patterns are compatible with suburban 
development and incorporate mixed-use. 

Compatible 

Safety and improvement operations within 
the project area will benefit everyone. 

Goal 3: The majority of growth and 
development occurs in existing or planned 
communities using smart growth practices. 

Compatible 

The project will support sustainable growth 
by providing safe and efficient freeways to 
support development in Sparks and 
Washoe County. 

Goal 4: Land use patterns allow for a range 
of housing choices and interconnected 
streets. 

Compatible 

The project will support sustainable growth 
by providing safe and efficient freeways to 
support development in Sparks and 
Washoe County. 
Compatible 
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Description of Goal Determination of Compatibility  
Goal 5: Development occurs where 
infrastructure is available. 

The project will support sustainable growth 
by providing safe and efficient freeways to 
support development in Sparks and 
Washoe County. 

Goal 6: Land use and transportation 
decisions support a healthy economic base. 

Compatible 

The project is located near the TRIC and will 
facilitate the movement of goods and 
services. 

Goal 7: Development patterns in the 
unincorporated Truckee Meadows Service 
Areas provide an alternative to the 
higher-intensity land use patterns that are 
found in the higher tiers in cities. 

Compatible 

Safety and improvement operations within 
the project area will benefit everyone. 

Goal 9: Natural resources are highly valued. Compatible 

Impacts to natural resources are evaluated, 
avoided, minimized, and mitigated as part 
of the NEPA process and the project. 

Goal 10: The public has access to open 
space resources. 

Compatible 

The project is not proposing to change 
access to open space resources. Safety and 
improvements in traffic operations within 
the project area will benefit everyone in the 
region. 

Goal 11: Public lands are a vital component 
of the community. 

Compatible 

The project is not proposing to change 
access to public lands. Safety and 
improvements in traffic operations within 
the project area will benefit everyone in the 
region. 

Goal 13: Washoe County should ensure 
appropriate resource management of open 
space designated areas. 

Compatible  

Impacts to natural resources are evaluated, 
avoided, minimized, and mitigated as part 
of the NEPA process and the project. 

Goal 14: Washoe County will, to the extent 
possible, create a cohesive interconnected 
trail network. 

Compatible 

The project maintains trail connections in 
the study area and does not preclude 
Washoe County from creating new trails 
within the project limits. 
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Description of Goal Determination of Compatibility  
Goal 15: Rural communities in outlying 
areas and in northern Washoe County are 
strengthened and protected from 
incompatible development. 

Compatible  

The project will support sustainable growth 
by providing safe and efficient freeways to 
support development in Sparks and 
unincorporated Washoe County. 

Goal 29: Transportation systems are 
seamless and efficient. 

Compatible 

The project will provide safe and efficient 
freeways within the project limits. 

Goal 30: Transportation systems reduce 
dependence on automobile. 

Compatible  

Although this project focuses on freeway 
improvements, it will not construct new 
roads. The project will reduce the 
congestion in high-growth area of 
unincorporated Washoe County that 
currently does not have public 
transportation.   

Goal 32: Washoe County will recognize the 
Development Constraints Area within the 
Truckee Meadows Regional Plan. 

Compatible  

The project will support sustainable growth 
by providing safe and efficient freeways to 
support development near Sparks. 

Washoe County Master Plan, Truckee Canyon Area Plan 

Allow use and development of natural 
resources under the following conditions:  
TC.3.2.1 Development of such resources 
shall not be detrimental to surrounding 
properties, land uses and the environment 
in general.  

Compatible  

Impacts to natural resources are evaluated, 
avoided, minimized, and mitigated as part 
of the NEPA process and the project. 

Regional Open Space and Natural Resource Management Plan 

Buffering of culturally and environmentally 
sensitive lands from development. 

Compatible 

Impacts to culturally and environmentally 
sensitive areas are evaluated, avoided, 
minimized, and mitigated as part of the 
NEPA process and the project. 

Protection and management of cultural 
resources within the region’s urban, rural 
and urban interface areas. 

Compatible 

The project avoids cultural resources 
whenever feasible, then minimizes and 
mitigates for effects to those resources 
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Description of Goal Determination of Compatibility  
under Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966. 

Access for Native American tribes to areas 
used for cultural purpose. 

Compatible  

The project avoids cultural resources 
whenever feasible, then minimizes and 
mitigates for effects to those resources 
under Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966. Safety and 
improvements in traffic within the project 
area will benefit everyone in the region, 
including Native American tribes. 

Minimizing wildlife conflicts within 
transportation corridors and in the urban 
interface. 

Compatible  

Impacts to natural resources, including 
wildlife, are evaluated, avoided, minimized, 
and mitigated as part of the NEPA process 
and the project.  

Maintaining excellent air quality in the 
region. 

Compatible  

Impacts to natural resources, including air 
quality, are evaluated, avoided, minimized, 
and mitigated as part of the NEPA process 
and the project. Reducing congestion is also 
expected to reduce vehicle idling time, 
which would lower mobile source air toxics 
emissions. 

Promoting the use and support of the 
region’s park and recreation facilities and 
services. 

Compatible  

Impacts to resources, including parks and 
recreational areas, are evaluated, avoided, 
minimized, and mitigated as part of the 
NEPA process and the project. Safety and 
improvements in traffic operations within 
the project area will benefit everyone in the 
region, including users of these recreation 
areas. 

Leveraging existing infrastructure 
opportunities for regional trail corridors and 
connections. 

Compatible  

The project maintains trail connections in 
the study area and does not preclude 
Washoe County from creating new trails 
within the project limits. 
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Description of Goal Determination of Compatibility  
Storey County Master Plan (Transportation) 

Goal 1: Direct and manage development 
that provides for orderly, efficient, safe, and  
sustainable transportation. 

Compatible 

The project will support sustainable growth 
by providing safe and efficient freeways to 
support development in Storey County.  

Goal 2: Connect communities in the county. Compatible 

Safety and improvements in traffic 
operations within the project area will 
benefit everyone in the region. 

Goal 3: Enhance public safety. Compatible 

Safety and improvements in traffic 
operations within the project area will 
benefit everyone in the region. 

Goal 7: Support the continued orderly 
development at McCarran and the  
TRIC. 

Compatible 

Safety and improvements in traffic 
operations within the project area will 
support the development of the TRIC.  

Ignite Sparks: City of Sparks Comprehensive Plan (Connectivity) 

Goal C1: Develop a complete, efficient 
transportation system that gives Sparks 
residents and visitors access to 
employment, housing, services, and 
recreation throughout urban Washoe 
County. 

Compatible  

Safety and improvements in traffic 
operations within the project area will 
benefit everyone in the region. 

Goal C2: Provide a transportation network 
that supports business formation and 
attraction and economic vitality. 

Compatible 

Safety and improvements in traffic 
operations within the project area will 
benefit businesses and employees in the 
region. 

One Nevada Transportation Plan 

Enhance Safety Compatible  

Safety and improvements in traffic 
operations within the project area will 
benefit the efficient movement of freight. 

Preserve Infrastructure Compatible  
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Description of Goal Determination of Compatibility  
Traffic operation improvements within the 
project area will preserve existing 
infrastructure. 

Optimize Mobility Compatible  

Safety and improvements in traffic 
operations within the project area will 
reduce congestion and travel delays for 
optimized mobility. 

Transform Economies Compatible  

The project is located adjacent to the TRIC 
and will facilitate the movement of goods 
and services. 

Foster Sustainability Compatible  

The project will support sustainable growth 
by providing safe and efficient freeways to 
support the high-density development near 
Sparks. 

Connect Communities Compatible  

Safety and improvements in traffic 
operations within the project area will 
benefit everyone in the region. 

Carson City Consolidated Resource Management Plan 

Designate for potential future disposal 
approximately 185,000 acres of Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM)-managed public 
lands…as a pool of lands which meet 
preliminary criteria for transfer from federal 
ownership. In general, these lands are those 
where BLM management is not 
cost-effective. 

Compatible  

The BLM lands within the study area are 
designated for future disposal and have no 
associated resource management goals. The 
project would not affect these lands or their 
availability for future disposal. 
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